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INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
California High School Exit Examination 

 
Sections 1200, 1203, 1204, 1204.5, 1205, 1206, 1207, 1207.5, 1208, 1209, 1210, 1211, 1211.5, 1215, 
1215.5, 1216, 1217, 1218, 1218.5, 1219, 1219.5, 1220, and 1225.  
 
SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF THE REGULATIONS. 
 
The purpose of the proposed new and amended regulations is to provide further guidance to districts and 
schools in the administration of the high school exit examination, including but not limited to definitions, test 
administration, data requirements, testing dates, test security, district and test sit coordinators’ 
responsibilities, variations, accommodations, modifications, waiver requests, cheating, and apportionment. 
Because the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) is a high stakes exam, the proposed 
regulations are designed to ensure that the examination is administered in a consistent manner across school 
districts, that maximum test security is maintained, that treatment of cheating is provided for, and that pupils 
entitled to variations, accommodations or modifications receive them. The proposed regulations are also 
intended to ensure that necessary data on pupil participation and data required for analysis of pupil 
performance is collected and maintained.   
 
The proposed regulations serve as an amendment to current regulations that govern the CAHSEE.  The 
amended regulations are based on a careful and overall review of the entire set of regulations for clarity and 
consistency, as well as revisions based on new laws that remove ninth graders from testing and move the 
waiver process to the local district governing board. 
 
NECESSITY/RATIONALE 
 
The State Board is revising the proposed regulations to clarify some of the definitions under Article 1 and 
add definitions for “district coordinator,”  “scribe,”  “test site coordinator,” and “variation” in test 
administration.  Revisions to Article 2 on Administration consist largely of reorganizing sections to 
streamline them and make them clearer and easier to use. Article 3 is revised to provide lists of variations, 
accommodations, and modifications for use on the CAHSEE.  Article 3 is also revised to amend the 
regulations in accordance with new law (Senate Bill 1476, Ch. 808, Statutes of 2002), which moves the 
waiver process to the local district governing board.  It also addresses state special schools and any requests 
that still may be made to the State Board.   Article 5 on apportionment is revised to reduce paperwork. 
 
The substantive changes to the regulations are: 
 
Article 1. General. 
The sections in Article 1 are intended to provide general information for the high school exit examination.  
 
Section 1200 Definitions: 
Section 1200 (b) was amended to clarify test administration. 
Section 1200 (c) was amended to clarify that a school should determine the grade of a pupil as of the testing 
date. 
Section 1200 (f) was added to define district coordinator. 
Section 1200 (g) was added to define test site coordinator. 
Section 1200 (j) was added to define a scribe. 
Section 1200 (l) was added to define department. 
Section 1200 (m) was added to define examination. 
Section 1200 (n) was added to define a variation. 
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Article 2. Administration. 
This article provides guidelines to local education agencies on administration of the high school exit 
examination. 
Section 1203:  
Wording was changed to clarify that the test administrators are to be responsible for the accurate 
identification of the pupils. 
 
Section 1204 Grade 10 Testing:   
Wording was revised to clarify that all tenth graders are to take the test once in tenth grade.   
 
Section 1204.5 Grades 11 and 12 Testing Dates:   
This section was added to clarify that pupils in grades 11 and 12 should be provided up to two opportunities 
per year to take the examination, and should not be tested in successive administrations.  This allows 
sufficient time for pupils to receive their test scores before re-testing if necessary.  This is to ensure 
compliance with Education Code Section 60851, that states that no pupil who has passed an examination 
shall re-take it. 
 
Section 1205, 1206, 1207 Collection of Data:  These sections were amended to further clarify what data must 
be collected and maintained by the districts.   
 
Sections 1209, 1210, 1211, and 1211.5 were revised to separate out and clarify the responsibilities for the 
district test coordinator and the test site coordinator. In addition, the sections on test security and test security 
forms are amended to further clarify who is responsible for ensuring security of the examination during 
administration and who must sign the security agreement and affidavit.  All new wording is underlined in the 
second attachment.  The issue here was that the original regulations did not clearly separate these four areas. 
 
Article 3. Variations/Accommodations/Modifications/Waivers specify when variations, accommodations and 
modifications can be used while taking the examination.   
 
Sections 1215, 1215.5, 1216 and 1217 were revised and amended. 
 
Section 1218 Review Process for Proposed Variations in Administering the Examination was revised to 
clarify that this process is not for approving accommodations but rather for determining if a proposed 
variation or change in how the test is presented, administered, or how a test taker is allowed to respond is a 
variation, accommodation or modification.   
 
Section 1218.6 Waiver Requests by the Local Governing Board was deleted because the language was 
amended and incorporated into Section 1216. 
 
TECHNICAL, THEORETICAL, AND/OR EMPIRICAL STUDY, REPORTS OR DOCUMENTS 
 
The State Board did not rely upon any other technical, theoretical, or empirical studies, reports, or documents 
in proposing the adoption of these regulations. 
 
REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE REGULATION AND THE AGENCY’S REASONS FOR 
REJECTING THOSE ALTERNATIVES 
 
The State Board has determined that no alternative considered by the State Board would be more effective in 
carrying out the purpose for which these regulations are proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to 
the affected local educators than the adopted regulations. 
 



 3

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED REGULATORY ACTION THAT WOULD 
LESSEN ANY ADVERSE IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESS 
 
The proposed regulations will have no adverse economic effect on small businesses because they only relate 
to the administration of the CAHSEE in public schools or to students placed by their districts in private 
schools through their Individualized Education Program (IEP).   
 
EVIDENCE SUPPORTING FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ECONOMIC IMPACT 
ON ANY BUSINESS 
 
The CAHSEE contract for test administration was awarded through a request for proposal, competitive bid 
process to Educational Testing Service. The proposed regulations provide guidance to local educational 
agencies, which are not businesses. 
 


